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Season’s Greetings!

May the Peace and Joy of the Holiday Season
Be Yours Throughout the Year
To Our MBA Family and Friends:
As we move into the New Year of 2023, the grave effects of the pandemic
may finally be behind us. The past three years have been as trying a period for
our country as, all but a few of us, have ever seen.
As this is the Thanksgiving Season, we are thankful that we have endured
these travails, but saddened by all the hardships and loss this period has
wrought upon us.
MBA once again remains a safe haven for all of our members providing
safety and security despite all the turmoil in both the financial and political
world. As it has for the past 108 years, MBA is here to serve all our membership’s needs. Contact the MBA Home Oﬃce for personal service from our dedicated staff.
On behalf of MBA’s Board of Directors and Home Oﬃce Staff, I would
like to wish all of our members and friends a Blessed Holiday Season of
Thanksgiving, Christmas and the New Year. May 2023 keep you SAFE and
PROSPEROUS!
Sincerely & Fraternally,

Stephen M. Santarlasci
General President

A Time For Love
A Time To Share
A Time To Care
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Christmas with the Conductor
Pulls Into the Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania
Christmas With The Conductor pulls
into the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania on Saturday, December 3
and
Saturday,
December
10.
Registration is now available on
Eventbrite for this popular holiday program.
Do you love a classic holiday story?
The Museum conductor will punch your
child’s souvenir train ticket and welcome you on board one of the historic
railroad cars for a lively reading. Kids
then have more fun decorating their
own gingerbread cookie in Jack Frost
Station and receive a small bag of special goodies to take home.
Christmas With The Conductor is
scheduled at 11:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.
on both Saturdays, and lasts for about
45 minutes. It is recommended for children ages 3 and over, who must be
accompanied by a parent or adult
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guardian. Spaces are limited and
advance registration on a first come
basis is required. There is a $10.00 per
child fee, and regular Museum admission also applies.
For some holiday treats, order a box of
12 or a box of 6 delicious train-shaped
gingerbread cookies from the Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania for $20.00
each. The box of 6 includes cookie decorating supplies. Order your trainshaped gingerbread cookies today on
Eventbrite.
The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania
is home to a world-class collection of
about 100 historic locomotives and railroad cars, a working restoration shop, a
vast research library and archives, an
immersive education center, a Museum
store and unique special events, programs and exhibits.

Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania Shows
the Polar Express™ During Movie Night

Watch the new classic holiday film
“The Polar Express”™ on a large
screen among the historic trains during
Movie Night at the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania on Saturday, December
10.
On the night of Christmas Eve, a steam
locomotive passenger train known as
“The Polar Express”™ stops at the
house of a boy who is growing skeptical
about the existence of Santa Claus. The
conductor says the train is traveling to
the North Pole, and the boy, although
reluctant at first, climbs aboard. Wait
until you see what happens next!
Each ticket to this fun family evening
in the Museum’s vast Rolling Stock
Hall includes a screening of the film
“The Polar Express”™, popcorn and
hot chocolate. Doors open at 6:00 p.m.
The movie will begin at 6:30 p.m.
Advance tickets are available on
Eventbrite. Tickets are $10.00 for ages
3 and over; ages 2 and under are admitted free of charge. Some tickets also
will be available at the door at 6:00 p.m.
This film is rated G and features

human characters animated using liveaction and motion-capture CGI animation. It runs for 100 minutes and stars
Academy Award-winning actor Tom
Hanks. Movie night proceeds benefit
the nonprofit Friends of the Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania.
The
Railroad
Museum
of
Pennsylvania is home to a world-class
collection of about 100 historic locomotives and railroad cars, a working
restoration shop, an immersive education center, an extensive research
library and archives, special events and
exhibits and a Museum store.
A Smithsonian Affiliate, the Railroad
Museum of Pennsylvania is one of 24
historic sites and museums administered by the Pennsylvania Historical &
Museum Commission as part of the
Pennsylvania Trails of History®, with
the active support of the Friends of the
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania.
For
more
information,
visit
RRMuseumPA.org or call (717) 6878628.
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Railroad Museum of PA Takes Advance
Orders for New Souvenir Photo Book
The Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania
is now taking advance orders for its
brand new souvenir photo book which
is due out in late December. This colorful souvenir photo book captures the
excitement of its historic trains and
what’s in store for visitors when they
explore the Museum.
Entitled “The Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania In Pictures,” the book’s
photos and informative captions show
the range of vintage railroad equipment
on exhibit in the Railroad Museum of
Pennsylvania, including the nearly 100
locomotives and railroad cars spanning
the mid 19th through the late 20th centuries. Photos and captions were generated and assembled by a committee of
Museum volunteers and staff. The forward was written by Railroad Museum
of Pennsylvania director Patrick C.
Morrison and published by Schiffer
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Publishing of Atglen, Pennsylvania.
“We were proud to put together this
new publication in response to numerous requests we have received from
Museum visitors to have a memento of
their time with us and our world-class
collection of historic trains,” says
Morrison, “whether they were visiting
the Museum for the first time or experiencing it again and again. Visitors also
have expressed an interest in having a
Museum souvenir photo book to give as
a gift to friends and family.”
Morrison adds that the 6” x 6” hardback souvenir book contains 88 color
and black-and-white images over 96
pages for a cost of only $9.99. A preorder form is available on the Museum’s
website store page. Proceeds from book
sales benefit the nonprofit Friends of the
Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania.

Amtrak Aims to Achieve Net Zero
Greenhouse Gas Emissions by 2045
As part of Amtrak’s vision for the future,
Amtrak has pledged to achieve net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions across the Amtrak
Network by 2045. This net zero emissions
target focuses on expanding efforts across
Amtrak’s entire carbon footprint to reduce
environmental impacts from operations
while safely moving people.
“Not only are trains convenient and comfortable, they are also one of the most sustainable modes of transportation,” said
Amtrak CEO Stephen Gardner. “With new
equipment, modernized stations and net zero
emissions, Amtrak can lead the drive toward
sustainable transportation throughout the
nation.”
“We congratulate Amtrak for this ambitious commitment to further reduce its carbon footprint, cementing its place as a leader
in the clean transportation revolution,” said
U.S. Transportation Secretary Pete
Buttigieg. “As we continue working to
implement President Biden’s Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law, we look forward to
working with Amtrak to demonstrate the
key role of passenger rail in fighting climate
change.”
Climate change requires collective action
to curb emissions and mitigate irreversible
environmental and societal damage. Amtrak
plans to take the following actions, which
would provide significant benefits to the
customers and communities we serve:
• Achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions across Amtrak’s network by 2045:
Begin with efforts to increase energy efficiency, followed by the implementation of
renewable fuels and energy.
• Reduce diesel fuel use through advanced
technologies: Leverage industry-leading
research and testing in collaboration with
state partners and experts to progress innovation and research in fuel-cells, hydrogen,
batteries and other zero-emission technologies.

• Achieve 100% carbon-free electricity by
2030: Continually focus on energy efficiency upgrades to reduce consumption and
gradually meet all remaining needs using
carbon-free electricity through renewable
energy generation and power purchase
agreements.
“We are seeing a new generation of travelers who are conscious of their environmental impact. This is providing a significant
opportunity to attract rail riders well into the
future,” said Amtrak President Roger Harris.
With a historic investment in improving
and expanding passenger rail, the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law (BIL) signifies the
important role trains play in the future of
sustainable transportation. Funds from BIL
will be used to support this target by helping
us procure a more sustainable fleet and
make other improvements to our aged
assets. Additionally, BIL funding will help
improve and grow Amtrak service around
the nation, creating more low-carbon alternatives to high-carbon flights and car trips.
Alongside these ambitious goals for the
future, Amtrak is continuing to create innovative solutions today that reduce energy
consumption, emissions, and waste even
further. Examples of this work, along with
the company’s latest performance metrics
for greenhouse gas emissions, electricity
use, recycling and diesel fuel use, can be
found in the FY21 Sustainability Report and
Performance Scorecard which includes
Amtrak’s Sustainability and Climate
Resilience program. Positioning the company to withstand climate impacts across all
functions and asset types, the climate
resilience plan enables Amtrak to continue
providing reliable and safe service as climate conditions change.
Learn more about Amtrak’s approach to
sustainability at amtrak.com/sustainability.
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Art at Amtrak – NY Penn Station
October 2022 Series
In September 2022, Amtrak unveiled
its second series of its installations at
New York Penn Station for Art at
Amtrak, a year-round public art initiative that brings a variety of visual works
to New York Penn Station (NYP) and
provides an unparalleled creative platform for New York and New Jersey
artists. Building upon the highly successful public art program at Moynihan
Train Hall, the rotating temporary
installations commissioned for Art at
Amtrak further enlivens the hub that
serves as the front door to New York
City.
Ghost of a Dream (Lauren Was and
Adam Eckstrom) installed Aligned by
the Sun (Connections), a site-specific
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new work in their Aligned by the Sun
project, for which they asked artists
around the world to capture and submit
short videos of the sun. Exhibited in the
concourse, a location from which one
can travel anywhere, Aligned by the
Sun (Connections) takes stills from
these 223 videos and connects the
images via the horizon line to create a
continuous landscape that surrounds the
Amtrak departure hall and places viewers metaphorically in the center of the
planet. Multidisciplinary artist and educator Dennis RedMoon Darkeem created Patchwork Travelers, which draws
colors, patterns, and icons such as
totems, earth mounds, and the medicine
wheel from his dual heritage as an
Indigenous and African American into
an expansive, visually rich work.
“Art at Amtrak continues to advance
our commitment to ensuring all travelers have a modern, inspiring, safe and

accessible experience to the cultural
capital of the world,” said Sharon
Tepper, Amtrak Director, Planning and
Development, New York Penn Station.
“In its first few months, this initiative
has made Penn Station a site for contemporary art that engages visitors from
around the world, and we look forward
to seeing the station retransformed.”
Over the last five years, Amtrak has
made more than $300 million in capital
improvement investments at New York
Penn Station, in addition to its investment in Moynihan Train Hall. These
include a new ticketed waiting area for
Amtrak and NJ TRANSIT passengers,
new wayfinding and signage throughout the facility, improved accessibility,
including renovations of elevators and
escalators, and major rail State-ofGood-Repair improvements to enhance
the reliability of service.

YOUR INVESTMENT IS SAFE WITH MBA!!
• In Business since 1913
• Serving the Railroad community
and their families for over 100
years

• All Annuities, IRAs and Life
Insurance
certificates
are
reserved in accordance with
Insurance Department laws.

• Regulated by the State of • The Association has an outDelaware Insurance Department
in accordance with all the rules
and regulations of the National
Association
of
Insurance
Commissioners (NAIC).

• Selling Insurance in the following states:
Delaware
Wash, DC
New Jersey
Pennsylvania

Ohio
Illinois
New York
Indiana

standing surplus of Assets over
Liabilities with a Solvency Ratio
exceeding the average in the
insurance industry.

• The Association holds investments in the following:
—Government Securities
—High Grade Municipal Bonds
—High Grade Corporate Bonds
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U.S. Railroad Retirement Board

RRB NEWS
Office of Public Affairs
844 North Rush Street
Chicago, IL 60611-1275

(312) 751-4777

Railroad Retirement Benefits to
See Significant Rise in 2023
Most railroad retirement annuities,
like social security benefits, will
increase in January 2023 due to a rise in
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) from
the third quarter of 2021 to the corresponding period of the current year.
Cost-of-living increases are calculated
in both the tier I and tier II portion of a
railroad retirement annuity. Tier I benefits, like social security benefits, will
increase by 8.7 percent, which is the
percentage of the CPI rise. This is the
largest increase since 1981, when it was
11.2 percent.
Tier II benefits will go up by 2.8 percent, which is 32.5 percent of the CPI
increase. Vested dual benefit payments
and supplemental annuities also paid by
the Railroad Retirement Board (RRB)
are not adjusted for the CPI change.
In January 2023, the average regular
railroad retirement employee annuity
will increase $215 a month to $3,344
and the average of combined benefits
for an employee and spouse will
increase $304 a month to $4,838. For
those aged widow(er)s eligible for an
increase, the average annuity will
increase $120 a month to $1,691.
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Widow(er)s whose annuities are being
paid under the Railroad Retirement and
Survivors’ Improvement Act of 2001
will not receive annual cost-of-living
adjustments until their annuity amount
is exceeded by the amount that would
have been paid under prior law, counting all interim cost-of-living increases
otherwise payable. Some 49 percent of
the widow(er)s on the RRB’s rolls are
being paid under the 2001 law.
If a railroad retirement or survivor
annuitant also receives a social security
or other government benefit, such as a
public service pension, any cost-of-living increase in that benefit will offset
the increased tier I benefit. However,
tier II cost-of-living increases are not
reduced by increases in other government benefits. If a widow(er) whose
annuity is being paid under the 2001
law is also entitled to an increased government benefit, her or his railroad
retirement survivor annuity may
decrease.
In late December the RRB will mail
notices to all annuitants providing a
breakdown of the annuity rates payable
to them in January 2023.

Medicare Part B Premiums
Decline in 2023
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services (CMS) has announced that the
standard monthly Part B premium will
be $164.90 in 2023, a decrease of $5.20
from $170.10 in 2022. This follows an
increase of $21.60 in the 2022 premium,
largely due to the cost of a new
Alzheimer’s drug. Changes in the
drug’s use and price, along with other
Part B items and services, led to larger
financial services that resulted in the
lowered premium for next year.
Certain beneficiaries will continue to
pay higher premiums based on their
modified adjusted gross income. The
monthly Part B premiums that include
income-related adjustments for 2023
will range from $230.80 to $560.50,
depending on the extent to which an
individual beneficiary’s modified
adjusted gross income exceeds $97,000
(or $194,000 for a married couple). The
highest rate applies to beneficiaries
whose incomes exceed $500,000 (or
$750,000 for a married couple). CMS
estimates that about 7 percent of
Medicare beneficiaries pay the incomeadjusted premiums.
Beneficiaries in Medicare Part D prescription drug coverage plans pay premiums that vary from plan to plan. Part
D beneficiaries whose modified adjusted gross income exceeds the same
income thresholds that apply to Part B
premiums also pay a monthly adjustment amount. In 2023, the adjustment
amount ranges from $12.20 to $76.40.
The Railroad Retirement Board with-

holds Part B premiums, Part B incomerelated adjustments and Part D incomerelated adjustments from benefit payments it processes. The agency can also
withhold Part C and D premiums from
benefit payments if an individual submits a request to his or her Part C or D
insurance plan.
The following tables show the incomerelated Part B premium adjustments for
2023.
The
Social
Security
Administration (SSA) is responsible for
all income-related monthly adjustment
amount determinations. To make the
determinations, SSA uses the most
recent tax return information available
from the Internal Revenue Service. For
2023, that will usually be the beneficiary’s 2021 tax return information. If that
information is not available, SSA will
use information from the 2020 tax
return.
Railroad retirement and social security
Medicare beneficiaries affected by the
2023 Part B and D income-related premiums will receive a notice from SSA
by the end of the year. The notice will
include an explanation of the circumstances when a beneficiary may request
a new determination. Persons who have
questions or would like to request a new
determination should contact SSA after
receiving their notice.
Additional
information
about
Medicare coverage, including specific
benefits and deductibles, can be found
at Medicare.gov.
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Railroad Retiree Earnings Limits
Will Increase in 2023
Railroad retirement annuitants subject
to earnings restrictions can earn more in
2023 without having their benefits
reduced due to increased limits indexed
to average national wage increases.
Like social security benefits, some
railroad retirement benefit payments are
subject to deductions if an annuitant’s
earnings exceed certain exempt
amounts. These earnings restrictions
apply to those who have not attained
full social security retirement age. For
employee and spouse annuitants, full
retirement age varies depending on an
individual’s year of birth, and is age 67
for those born after 1959. For survivor
annuitants, full retirement age also
varies, and is age 67 for those born after
1961.
For those under full retirement age
throughout 2023, the exempt earnings
amount rises to $21,240 from $19,560
in 2022. For beneficiaries attaining full
retirement age in 2023, the exempt
earnings amount, for the months before
the month full retirement age is
attained, increases to $56,520 in 2023
from $51,960 in 2022.
For those under full retirement age, the
earnings deduction is $1 in benefits for
every $2 of earnings over the exempt
amount. For those attaining full retirement age in 2023, the deduction is $1
for every $3 of earnings over the
exempt amount in the months before the
month full retirement age is attained.
When applicable, these earnings
deductions are assessed on the tier I portion of railroad retirement employee
10

and spouse annuities, and the tier I and
tier II portions of survivor benefits.
All earnings received for services rendered, plus any net earnings from selfemployment, are considered when
assessing deductions for earnings.
Interest, dividends, certain rental
income, or income from stocks, bonds,
or other investments are not considered
earnings for this purpose.
Retired employees and spouses,
regardless of age, who work for their
last
pre-retirement
non-railroad
employer are also subject to an additional earnings deduction, in their tier II
and supplemental benefits, of $1 for
every $2 in earnings up to a maximum
reduction of 50 percent. This earnings
restriction does not change from year to
year and does not allow for an exempt
amount.
A spouse benefit is subject to reduction
not only for the spouse’s earnings, but
also for the earnings of the employee,
regardless of whether the earnings are
from service for the last pre-retirement
non-railroad employer or other postretirement employment.
Special work restrictions continue to
be applicable to disability annuitants in
2023. The monthly disability earnings
limit increases to $1,150 in 2023 from
$1,050 in 2022.
Regardless of age and/or earnings, no
railroad retirement annuity is payable
for any month in which an annuitant
(retired employee, spouse or survivor)
works for a railroad employer or railroad union.

MBA Awards Another
Alvin J. McCormick Scholarship
Soccer, Track and Swimming teams
where he won many awards.
Daniel made the following comments
on receiving his award:
Thank you very much for awarding
me this generous scholarship. I am
incredibly grateful, as having this financial aid will be very beneficial for me
and my family as we pay for my college
education. It is also truly an honor to
receive this recognition from an organization that my grandfather cared so
much about. It really means a lot to me,
and I will make sure to keep you
informed about my progress.

Daniel P. O’Gara, a member of Local
63, Indianapolis, IN has been selected
as the winner of the 2022 Alvin J.
McCormick Scholarship. Daniel was
chosen for the scholarship named after
MBA’s director, then General Vice
President and then Director of Sales for
many years.
Mr. O’Gara recently entered his first
year at Notre Dame University in Notre
Dame, IN near South Bend where he
hopes to get a Batchelor of Science
Degree in Finance.
He is a graduate of Bishop Chatard
High School in Indianapolis, IN.
Daniel had an outstanding high
school career where he took all Honors
and AP courses and was the valedictorian of his senior class as he was ranked
no. 1. His many activities included participation and leadership roles in
Investment Club, Euchre Club and
National Honor Society. He was a
Student Ambassador and Retreat Team
leader. He also was a member of the

MBA is proud to have Daniel as our
2022 winner and we are looking forward to following his progress in the
years ahead.
The scholarship grants $1,500 a
year to the chosen member for up to
four years of education. The winner is
selected by a committee of impartial
educators, based on financial need, the
applicant’s Scholastic Aptitude Test
scores and their high school record.

MBA Scholar Reports
Mr. Stephen M. Santarlasci:
I am thankful for continued support
from the Charles B. Wagner Jr.
Scholarship.
As I go into my second year at St.
Francis University, I am learning more
about my major of Computer Science.
With the money from the scholarship, some of the burden of college
expense has been lower on myself and
my family.
Thank you again,
James R. Wharton
Thanks, James, for keeping our
MBA membership updated.
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Always Alive In Our Hearts
WITH PROFOUND REGRET THE MBA HOME OFFICE RECEIVED
NOTIFICATION OF THE DEATH OF THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS:
Name

Date of Death

Addison, Deborah A.
Atkins, Irene
Benjamin, Charles L.
Bosley, James D.
Boyle, Bernard P.
Bucher, William C.
Cherone, Joseph P.
Cordon, William E.
DiSabatino, Concetta
Downs, Martha Kisch
Handy, Robert L.
Hudson, Latanya
Ksenich, Maryann F.
Mancuso, Alberta M.
Marcotte, John Patrick
Martin, Denene
Muckian, Carol Ann
Pliner, Kent
Quarles, Samuel
Sanders, Cinderella
Sgrignoli, Rodger E.
Vintigni, Janice M.

September
May
September
August
August
August
June
August
July
November
October
August
September
June
October
May
October
June
August
July
April
September

18,
26,
22,
13,
15,
12,
20,
3,
17,
10,
20,
22,
14,
24,
16,
28,
11,
15,
12,
25,
17,
12,

Home Local
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2020
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022
2022

35
28
7
45
59
21
7
28
15
5
14
28
69
69
7
28
82
56
28
28
21
15

Altoona, PA
New York, NY
Philadelphia, PA
Baltimore, MD
Chicago, IL
Harrisburg, PA
Philadelphia, PA
New York, NY
Wilmington, DE
Philadelphia, PA
Camden, NJ
New York, NY
Erie, PA
Erie, PA
Philadelphia, PA
New York, NY
Jamaica, NY
Buffalo, NY
New York, NY
New York, NY
Harrisburg, PA
Wilmington, DE

Welcome New Members
LOCAL 7, PHILADELPHIA, PA
Donal B. Miller, St. Petersburg, FL

LOCAL 53, CONWAY, PA
Christine Sklenar, Wintersville, OH

LOCAL 14, CAMDEN, NJ
Michael Briehler, Pennington, NJ
Doris J. Depalma, Hammonton, NJ
Harry N. Watson III, husband of Nancy
Watson

LOCAL 56, BUFFALO, NY
Holly Pliner, Ogdensburg, NY
LOCAL 82, JAMAICA, NY
Kevin Hanson, Stony Brook, NY
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OCT/NOV/DEC HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY”
JULIANNE DUNN--October 3
From: The LeGates Family
JEANNINE WESTRICK-SHEPPARD--October 12
From: Mom, Dad, Greg, Tim, Michael,
Katie and Maddie
GAVIN O’GARA--October 14
Love: Mommy, Daddy, Michael, Nannie
and The O’Gara Family

VENASIA HOLMES--November 3
From: Grandmother, Sara McField
EILEEN HAGGERTY--November 4
From: Husband Terry, and all of the Duffy Family
ROBERT MCCABE--November 5
Love: Anne and Family
LISA GOLDER--November 7
From: Dad and Chase
NICHOLAS LEGATES--November 9
From: The LeGates Family
CHANCE CONTE--November 11
From: Mom and Cacey
JOANN LEGATES--November 19
From: The LeGates Family
TOM F. O’GARA--November 24
From: Elizabeth, Danny, Claire, Tommy, Sean
and O’Gara Family
BARBARA MAYNARD--November 29
Love: John, Amy, Michael and Gavin
PENNY CONTE--December 6
From: Jeremy, Nancy, Cacey and Chance
TOMMY O’GARA--December 11
From: Mom, Dad, Danny, Claire, Sean and O’Gara Family
KATHLEEN (O’GARA) JOHNSON--December 13
From: Scott, Mom and O’Gara Family
MARYALYCE BURGER--December 15
From: Mom, Dad, Tom, J. P. and O’Gara Family
HOLLY WESTRICK--December 16
From: Westrick and Sheppard families
MIKE TURNBULL--December 17
From: Ave, Heather and Debbie
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KENNY LEGATES--December 22
From: The LeGates Family
HOLLY HARTNETT MASUR--December 22
From: Mom, Dad, Hannah, Brendan,
Grandma, and O’Gara Family
GRACE ARMSTRONG--December 27
From: The MBA Home Office
J. J. BUEHLER--November 7
DENISE BUEHLER--December 30
Love: Grandpa
AIDAN WELCH--October 6

ERIN C. WELCH--November 13
MELISSA A. MCCABE--December 9
From: The McCabe Family
MELISSA KOUTSIS--October 11
ANDRES J. GONZALEZ--October 19
EMMA KOUTSIS--October 23

ANNETTE JONES--November 2
STEVEN JULIEN--November 5
JUSTIN P. BEUFVE--November 9
SABRINA C. WILLIAMS--December 19
ALISON GONZALEZ--December 21

From: Your friends - Local 82

OCT/NOV/DEC ANNIVERSARY WISHES

“HAPPY ANNIVERSARY”
SCOTT & KATHLEEN JOHNSON--October 3
From: The O’Gara Family
MATT & MELISSA DUNN--October 3
From: The LeGates Family
ED & GRACE WESTRICK--October 4
From: The Westrick Family

JOHN & AMY O’GARA--November 3
From: O’Gara Family and Barb
TERENCE & EILEEN HAGGERTY--November 11
From: The Duffy Family
TOM & ELIZABETH O’GARA--November 23
Love: Danny, Claire, Tommy, Sean and O’Gara Family
ALBERT & JOSEPHINE KRAMER--December 5
From: Amanda and DJ
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PLEASE CONTACT THE MBA
If your name is on this list, please contact the MBA--it will be worth
your time.
The Association has no current address for each of the members listed
below. All are urged to contact the Home Oﬃce and supply a present address so
we will be able to reach you.
CRT# NAME
100010
97889
97851
97491
95174
99043
96023
94967
94377
98190
99233
98859
99981
99125
98922
94110
96096
94297
94384
96171
97021
97196
100012
97416
97417
96125
99715
96379
97753
98001
97226
96299
97533
99109
98204
97981
95615
98101
16
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Anderson, Mabel
Baranowski, David A.
Baranowski, Joseph P.
Barnes, Delores
Bartholomew, Myron A.
Barun, Patricia
Bass, Ebony M.
Baxter, Florence N.
Beal, Tiianna M.
Bowers, Barbara J.
Brown, Carol A.
Brown, James E.
Brown, Ricky
Brown, Thelma
Browne-Williams, Camilla
Bryan, Eddie
Burroughs, Latrice S.
Burrow, Loretta Grace
Butler, Freddie L., Jr.
Byrd, Booker T.
Campbell, Tatiyana
Cario, Todd V.
Cary, Rolinda M.
Chase, Christi M.
Chase, Laura A.
Clark, Charles
Cole, Tyrell
Coney, Kim Y.
Conti, Samantha A.
Cooper, Leonard, Jr.
Cooper, Majid A.
Copeland, Leon
Corsie, Thomas P.
Cowell, Ronald
Crawley, Kareem R.
Crouch, Destiny D.
Crum, Kristina L.
Cullinan, Meghan L.

10
59
59
14
91
59
10
7
59
10
14
28
10
28
28
86
10
59
59
14
10
15
10
10
10
28
28
14
59
10
10
14
10
28
14
59
63
2

97983
96479
95096
99909
98975
94715
93297
99252
99235
97986
95728
94055
99014
96127
94595
95569
95568
98116
93929
95838
95477
96367
98656
98233
96342
99554
96434
95051
96420
98249
96285
97300
97811
99855
95036
99298
97408
99390
97669
96952

Currie, Sterling
28
Curtiss, Sallie
28
Dace, Jason E.
59
Daniels-Perrin, Sherrhonda 28
Dickerson, Quentin E.
28
DiMemmo, James
35
Drapak, Andrea B.
59
Drayton, Mary D.
10
Drayton, Walter
10
Dupree, Benjamin
28
Esposito, Donald
59
Fanus, Christopher Lee
21
Farmer, Arthur
28
Ferguson, Rachel
28
Fiedler, Nick Thomas
58
Fields, Claude A., III
59
Fields, Michael S.
59
Frances, Makibu
28
Frey, Jennifer A.
91
Gannon, Patrick J.
59
Good, Gloria
59
Green, Beverly
5
Hairston, William
28
Hamilton, Adine
28
Hamilton, William G.
14
Hampton, Joyce
28
Harper, Wilbert
14
Hartling, Liza D.
2
Hawes, Robert
10
Hazer, Evelyn
28
Hitchcock, John B.
5
Hooke, Sandra S.
7
James, Brian G.
53
James, Dealpise A.
10
Jamrock, Raymond J.
59
Johnson, Chris
10
Johnson, Nekesia
14
Jones, Nicholas A.
14
Jones, Rose
10
Jones, Ruth
14

96043
98443
96831
96336
98905
95379
95731
94806
99788
99787
93423
98448
98684
94212
98191
98515
95222
94747
94746
95009
94617
98333
99786
99779
99066
99885
98491
98000
93633
94078
94208
99614
98169
96688
100052
98434
99480
94317
93797
94537
98250
94130
98756
94959
96111
98005
96927
99397
97322

Jones, Sandra L.
Joseph, Annie
Joseph, Nadege J.
Joseph, Recaldo
Joseph, Shanise
Joy, Barbara Jean
Keister, Janelle L.
King, Jesse L.
Lancaster, Dwayne D.
Lancaster, Nicole A.
LeGates, Lindsay Marie
Levine-Bennett, Arnisha
Little, Fiona Rae
Loudermilk, Beverly A.
Lowman, Catherine D.
Maxwell, Claude
McConnell, Wayne E.
McConald, Deborah
McConald, Tommy
McGough, Rachel J.
McKenzie, Brent C.
Missouri, Kevin
Mitchell, Antwon K.
Mitchell, Kathleen
Moller, Ryan
Morton, Dennis
Mosley, Lawrence
Moultrie, Rosalind
Munoz, Frank
Murphy, Brandon Michael
Murphy, Michele P.
Murray, Ricky
Myrick, Damian
Myricks, Jean
Nicholas, Cecilia
Nicholas, Martha
Oliver, Candace
Ornelas, Victor M.
Patterson, Amber M.
Pellicciotti, William John
Perry, Laura
Pettigrew, Dorothy A.
Phillips, Brian M.
Pierce, Kassondra
Pinkerton, Carolyn
Pipkins, Vanessa
Ponce, Edna
Price, Adrienne
Reeves, Victoria

59
28
10
10
28
2
35
59
7
7
14
28
7
90
10
28
59
59
59
5
91
28
7
7
10
28
28
10
59
86
86
28
28
10
28
28
28
59
42
5
28
59
7
82
14
28
10
5
14

96021
98437
98165
92963
98212
97472
93358
94557
94938
94820
95725
95724
95726
97385
96775
94566
97700
94108
95511
96825
94386
98042
98370
99409
99760
97239
94785
94063
95463
92850
97031
97880
94102
95876
98571
93216
98919
98917
98918
99896
96770
98644
92853
93649
94281
96423
96778
98562
94466

Reynolds, Joseph L., Jr.
Richards, Sidney
Rivell, Lauren
Roberts, Melinda K.
Robinson, Sidney P.
Rogers, Roy
Rusniak, Mary Ellen
Salas, Benny V.
Saysavanh, Vilavanh
Schlaudraff, Scott R.
Schmidt, Caitlin V.
Schmidt, Lindsey A.
Schmidt, Michael W.
Scholz, Woodley A., Jr.
Scutchings, Perry
Shinn, Stephanie Robyn
Simpson, Ronald K., Jr.
Sjostrom, Kati Ann
Smith, Beulah M.
Smith, Charles A.
Sroufek, James P.
Stewart, Starr
Suber, Dwayne
Sutton, Taniwonlie
Taylor, Donna
Teuchert, Jennifer
Tharp, Margarita M.
Thomas, Jacquelyn A.
Trumbo, Lyndsie M.
Turner, Terrel C.
Valladay, Joseph E.
Virges, Gladys E.
Walker, Tisha Dawnuree
Ward, Gregory V.
Washington, Sandra M.
Whitlow, Evelyn L.
Wiggins, Danielle
Wiggins, David
Wiggins, Veronica
Williams, Careatha W.
Williams, Jeremiah
Williams, Joseph
Williams, Latoia D.
Wilson, Adam J.
Wojtesky, Peggy A.
Workman, Leroy
Wright, Constance M.
Yellen, Michelle Carpenter
Zeleny, Kristin B.

10
28
10
75
28
10
59
59
59
91
82
82
82
59
14
14
10
7
59
10
59
28
28
28
14
14
15
90
75
59
59
15
59
10
7
63
28
28
28
28
10
28
5
59
59
10
5
28
1
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News From Local 7
Philadelphia, PA
Kathleen Turnbull
Festive Fall
My favorite season is firmly upon us! I
think by now everyone knows I love all

Fall Photo (LA 7)
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things fall: the sights, the sounds, the
smells, even the school studies. I am a
big fan of lifelong learning and I love
reading and studying. Fall is a good
reminder to sign up for those
Continuing Ed classes at your local college or high school.
Included in this article is a photo my

brother sent to me recently. He captured
the very essence of fall colors, temperatures, tastes, sights, sounds, aromas in
one shot. It is everything I love. The
picture speaks for itself.
I have a proposal for all of you this
year. For Thanksgiving Dinner, add one
new dish from another culture, country,
or region. Find a recipe, buy something
premade at a restaurant or grocery store,
or invite a neighbor to share your holiday dinner and ask him or her to make
their traditional dish. Foreign doesn’t
have to mean unfamiliar.
So, in addition to mashed potatoes,
sweet potatoes, and stuffing, try Yuca
(Spanish), Pork Fried Rice (Asian),
Rice and Beans (Jamaican), Pierogies
(Polish), Tamales (Spanish), Colcannon
(Irish), or even a large casserole of
Baked Macaroni and Cheese (very
American South).
Alongside your green bean casserole,
succotash, creamed onions, mashed
turnips, broccoli, and butternut squash,
try adding Glazed Carrots (Canadian),
Red Cabbage (German), Daikon
(Asian), Brussels Sprouts and
Chestnuts
(English),
Eggplant
Parmigiana (Italian), Stuffed Grape
Leaves (Greek), or even a large pot of
Collard Greens (also very American
South).
On the cold table, in addition to your
cole slaw, try adding Asian Pickled
Vegetables. And why stop at just cranberry sauce when you can add
Ambrosia Salad (invented in the
American South).
I love a good bountiful breadbasket.
And the best one I ever had was in a
restaurant in Fredericksburg, Virginia in

1981. It had close to a dozen different
types of breads, including yeast breads,
quick breads, flat breads, bread sticks,
biscuits, muffins, etc. served with a
sweet, whipped honey butter. So, for
your own breadbasket this year, in addition to Hawaiian sweet rolls, hot crescent rolls, buttermilk biscuits, corn
muffins, and tiny brioche dinner rolls,
try adding slices of Pumpkin Bread. It is
a festive, fun way to round out your
meal, is very American, and if you
make it the day before, you will give the
flavors a chance to meld, give the bread
a chance to firm up and make it easier to
slice, and free up your oven on the big
day. Following is a recipe from Taste of
Home Magazine for Pumpkin Bread.
Pumpkin Bread
TOTAL TIME: Prep: 15 min. Bake: 65
min. + cooling
YIELD: 16 pieces
Ingredients:
1-2/3 cups all-purpose flour
1-1/2 cups sugar
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon ground cinnamon
3/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves
2 large eggs, room temperature
1 cup canned pumpkin
1/2 cup canola oil
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup chopped walnuts
1/2 cup raisins, optional
Directions:
1. Preheat oven to 350°. Combine first 8
ingredients. Whisk together eggs,
19

Pumpkin Bread (LA 7)
pumpkin, oil and water; stir in dry
ingredients just until moistened. Fold in
walnuts and, if desired, raisins.
2. Pour into a greased 9x5-in. loaf pan.
Bake until a toothpick inserted in center
comes out clean, 65-70 minutes. Cool in
pan 10 minutes before removing to a
wire rack.
3. If making the day before, wrap tightly
in plastic wrap.
4. Enjoy!!
Have a wonderful holiday season,
everyone.
Stay well. Stay safe. Stay kind. Stay
festive!!
Kathleen
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LOCAL 14
CAMDEN, NJ
Correspondent
Thomas A. DiLauro
116 Diane Avenue
Delran, NJ 08075
Summer is now gone and winter is
approaching so it must be fall, probably
the most beautiful of all the seasons.
With thirteen trees on our property,
front, back and sides, we enjoy the reds,
yellows and orange foliage, at least until
all the leaves fall and then it becomes
our landscaper’s problem. But it is fun
while it lasts.
Various signs from folklore are predictors of a harsh winter. If squirrels gather

nuts in a hurry, it is a sign of a snowy
winter. Another indicator is if their tails
are bushy. When birds migrate early or
build their nests high in the trees are
other signs. That’s nature and why we
get to enjoy all four seasons in the
Northeast.
October gives us Halloween, a treat for
all the youngsters, but Betty and I usually wear costumes to a senior
Halloween dance. You might grow
older, but you don’t have to grow up!
November gives us Election Day and
Thanksgiving. I will skip any discussion regarding Election Day because it
is too controversial. I will only urge
everyone to go out and vote.
Our present day Thanksgiving is probably much different than the original
Thanksgiving. The meal more likely
was meat-heavy, including venison,
geese, duck, corn, nuts, (walnuts, chestnuts, and beechnuts), and shellfish.
While native cranberries did grow wild
at that time, there is no record of them
having been served.
And December gives us Christmas
where we celebrate the birth of Jesus. I
could write ten pages on various traditions, but I am sure that you all know
them as well. Betty and I and the members of Local 14 wish everyone a Merry
Christmas and a Happy and HEALTHY
New Year.

Tom’s Timely Tips
1. To make fluffier omelets, add a pinch
of baking soda to your morning eggs as
you whip them up.
2. Never mix bleach with ammonia. The
mixture can create toxic fumes.
3. To clean eyeglasses, dip them in a
bowl of cold water and dishwashing liquid. Wipe dry with a facial tissue.
Tom’s Trivial Tidbits
1. Five baseball gloves can be made
from the skin of one cow.
2. The difference between a nook and
cranny. A nook is a corner. A cranny is a
crack.
3. In Gaelic, the literal meaning of the
name Campbell is “crooked mouth.”
Sorry about that, Pat!!

Health Tip
Warm feet lead to better (and faster
sleep). Pull on a pair of soft, loose-fitting socks before you tuck yourself in
for the night. Natural fibers with a touch
of spandex or lightweight fleece or cotton socks work best.

Hannah Cascio
Matthews (LA 14)

and

Chase
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Tara, Hannah, Chase and Rich (LA 14)

Ryan, Tara, Chase and Rich (LA 14)
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I have pictures (prior pages) of our
Chase from his Junior Prom at Delran
High School. Don’t be shy about sending me pictures of your family to share
with all of us.
That does it, see you next issue!
LOCAL 21
HARRISBURG, PA
Meets 2nd Mon Noon
Yankee Doodle
860 N. Front St.
Wormleysburg, PA
Correspondent
Carolyn Kulp
HomeToStay2017@gmail.com

Today when we went to work it was
definitely more than autumn. The car
was reading 51 degrees and by the time
we got home it was 58 degrees. As busy
as our squirrels are, it may be a bad
winter. They have been hiding walnuts
for about three months and I hope they
are wrong!
I had a wonderful conversation with

Grace Westrick. It has been years since
we last spoke, and I was very glad to
hear from her. We talked about our families and what they are up to. I was sorry
to hear that her brother had passed a few
months ago. She remembered this picture that my husband David took in
Pittsburgh when we were holding up a
light pole. Those were the days of the
General Assembly. We promised to stay
in touch.
Nearby are some pictures of my husband at his 60th Class Reunion. He
graduated from Reading High School in
1962. He truly didn’t want to go
because he said he wouldn’t know anyone or they would not remember him.
Well, he had a wonderful time and was
surprised how many classmates that he
knew and that they knew him.
I would like to thank the Trustees
(Barbara Highfield, Denise Miller,
Erma Hoover), Terry Miller, chaplain
and David Kulp, Treasurer for helping
with our annual audit. Great job everyone.

Dave’s 60th Class Reunion from Reading High 1962 (above and next
page).
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October 9:

BIRTHDAYS
Sharon Bedrin

November 20:
November 20:

James Mailey
James Ferguson

December 10:
December 13:
December 27:

Ed Brady Sr.
Tracey Beachler
Ginny Wilson
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ANNIVERSARIES
November 22:
Albert & Beatrice Evinger (64 years)
December 5:
David & Carolyn Kulp (35 years)

MBA Local 21, Harrisburg, PA
CHRISTMAS PARTY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2022
Colonial Golf and Tennis Club
4901 Linglestown Road
Harrisburg, PA 17112

11:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Buffet Lunch
Entertainment
Jay and the Jingos
Local 21 Members
Guests

$ 20.00
$ 25.00

per person
per person

All reservations must be received by Friday, November 25, 2022
For additional information phone:
Carolyn Kulp - Secretary: (717) 545-4396

Make check payable to MBA Local 21 and mail to:
Carolyn Kulp
7808 Dewey Drive
Harrisburg, PA 17112
Enclosed $ _________ for _____ member and guests
Enclosed $ _________ for _____ children 10 and under
Members:____________ _____________ _____________ _____________
Guests: _____________ _____________ _____________ _____________
(NO T-SHIRTS)
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Don’t forget, it’s party time once again
at the Colonial Golf and Tennis Club on
December 4, 2022 from 11:00 a.m. until
about 3 p.m. The entertainment will feature Jay & the Jingos. There will be hors
d’oeuvres, garden salad, two entrée
selections (Chicken Cordon Bleu and
Pasta al Forna), vegetables, bread and
butter, coffee and tea, dessert (berry pie
and cookies) and the bar will be open
for two hours.
I hope to see everyone.

looked like caulk. She called to see
when it could be repaired and was told
there were 9,000 customers before her.
We wish her luck.
David and I came home from Florida
June 2017 and we were unable to go on
vacation for the last five years due to
many surgeries. We leave at the end of
October for South Carolina and Georgia
to see our kids and we are very excited.
Wishing everyone Happy Holidays!

Boy oh boy, that hurricane was something. We called our friends in Florida
and they were in good shape. In Ocala
they only had wind and rain. In the
Villages there was also wind and rain,
but it was quite intense. Our friend
Joyce Copp’s river rock on the driveway
and the sidewalks were destroyed. It
was like acid and took it off. She said it

Mutual Magazine Survey
Your opinion counts

In order to better serve our readers in the new millennium, MBA is
taking a poll to see what interests them.
The Mutual Magazine has initiated a program to diversify the pages
of the magazine while still reporting on relevant railroad and transportation issues.
Please fill out the form below and let us know how you feel. Check
all that apply. Send form to: MBA, 1301 Lancaster Avenue, Suite
102, Berwyn, PA 19312-1290 or Call 1-610-722-0253.
ITEMS OF INTEREST
Business
Entertainment
Items of Interest to Seniors
Health
Technology
Travel
Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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LOCAL 82
JAMAICA, NY
Correspondent
Robert Fackovec
73 Westgate Road
Massapequa Park, NY
11762
RFYogiBear@aol.com

I hope everyone has enjoyed a safe and
enjoyable summer. Our weather was hot
and dry, but I enjoyed all those great
summertime activities. As seen by the
picture I enjoyed fishing and had a very
good fluke season.
The electric traction department continued to work on the third track electrification project throughout the summer.

Please remember that the open enrollment period for Medicare is now here.
It is an important time to sign up for and
review your present coverage. When
the open enrollment period closes on
December 7, 2022 you will have to wait
until it opens up again next year.
I am sad to report that long-time third
railman John (Johnny) Haar passed
away in September. We will remember
his tight hand shake whenever he met
you. Electric traction supervisor Gerald
(Jerry) Verrelli also passed away in
September. We will remember his,
“Hey kid, how are you?” greeting.
Please remember them both in your
prayers.
On a happier note, electric traction
electrician Peter Sandolo has retired.
We wish him all the best in his retirement.
Stay safe and well. Enjoy the beautiful
fall season with your family and
friends.
Robert

MOVING

Three Keepers (LA 82)

In recent years more and more
MBA members are moving without
notifying the Home Oﬃce of their
new address. We urge all members
to keep addresses up to date on the
MBA files. It could make a difference in receiving your monthly
magazine or even paying your beneficiaries.
If you are moving or have moved
recently please be sure to notify the
MBA Home Oﬃce (see page 1) so
that you don’t miss out on any of
MBA’s many benefits.
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Pay Your Dues Automatically
Free Electronic Funds Transfer and
Recurring Credit/Debit Card Payment Available

MBA is now offering its members the option to make automatic electronic funds
transfer payments and recurring credit or debit card payments. This allows members to have dues automatically withdrawn from a checking or savings account
or have payments made with a credit or debit card with the Visa, MasterCard or
Discover logo.
You will save on postage, checks and valuable time. If you are interested in one
of these methods of payment, please complete the requested information below
and return to the home office or call the toll-free number below. We will contact
you with the details on how to set up these convenient methods of payment.
ACH/Electronic Funds Transfer

Credit/Debit Card Payments

Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
__________________________________________
MBA Home Office
1301 Lancaster Avenue, Suite 102
Berwyn, PA 19312-1290

1-800-456-0402

• A HELPING HAND •

Financial Assistance for Families of
Deceased Railway Employees
The John Edgar Thomson Foundation, established in 1882 and endowed by the will of
Mr. Thomson, third President of the Pennsylvania Railroad, offers limited financial aid to
daughters of deceased railroad parents. The parent must have been in the active employ
of any railroad in the United States at the time of death, although the cause need not be
work-related. Whatever grant is awarded usually serves to benefit all members of the family.
The monthly allowance made under the grant may cover the period from infancy to age
18; under certain circumstances to age 24 to assist grantees who are pursuing higher educational goals. The Foundation also offers special health care benefits.
Funding for the work of the Foundation is completely independent of any railroad. It
neither solicits nor receives funds from the public. Further information and applications
may be obtained by writing to:

Linda Dezenski, Director
The John Edgar Thomson Foundation
201 S. Eighteenth Street, Suite 318
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 545-6083 • (800) 888-1278
E-mail: sjethomson@aol.com
www.jethomsonfoundation.com
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Download the Blood Donor App
Put the Power to Save Lives in the Palm of Your Hand

• Find and map local blood drives
• Easy appointment scheduling
• Stay updated on special promotions
• Track your blood donations

redcrossblood.org • 1-800-RED CROSS

Three Beautiful Full-Color Pictures Can Be Yours
BROADWAY LIMITED
16 X 22 lithograph ready
for framing

HORSESHOE CURVE
A 1951 Grif Teller picture
16 X 22 lithograph ready
for framing

TWENTIETH CENTURY
16 X 22 lithograph ready
for framing

$7 Per Picture

$11 For 2

$13 For All 3

(No PO
Name
Boxes
Address
Please)
Send me Broad Way Limited
Twentieth Century
Horseshoe Curve

$7.00 per picture
11.00 for 2
13.00 for all 3

Total Enclosed $
Make Checks payable to “MBA” and mail to:
THE MUTUAL BENEFICIAL ASSOCIATION
1301 LANCASTER AVENUE, SUITE 102
BERWYN, PA 19312-1290

PERIODICALS

Special Offer

